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Rising Costs and Pressure on Household Budgets

12%

B A Lot B Some ® Not Much ® No Pressure B Unsure/Refused

How much pressure do rising costs — like groceries, gas, housing, and health care — put
on your household budget?

AGE PARTY GENDER MEDIA MARKET
Total 18 - 39 40 - 49 50 - 59 60 - 69 70+ GOP DEM Indep. Other Male Female GSP CAE CHS F/IMB CLT AUG SAV
Pressure On Household Budget
A Lot 47% 46% 58% 55% 52% 36% 32% 63% 49% 86% 37% 57% 46% 53% 49% 54% 38% 47% 29%
Some 28% 33% 32% 24% 24% 30% 32% 27% 25% 14% 28% 28% 31% 26% 30% 26% 23% 16% 33%
Not Much 12% 8% 4% 9% 15% 16% 18% 4% 13% 0% 19% 5% 12% 10% 7% 9% 27% 16% 24%
No Pressure 12% 10% 6% 12% 8% 17% 18% 5% 11% 0% 15% 9% 11% 12% 14% 7% 12% 21% 14%
Unsure/Refused 1% 3% 0% 0% 1% 1% 0% 1% 2% 0% 1% 0% 1% 0% 0% 4% 0% 0% 0%




Household Financial Outlook Compared to Two Years Ago

M Better Off M Worse Off B About the Same ¥ Unsure/Refused

Thinking about your own personal financial situation, would you say you are better off, worse
off, or about the same as you were two years ago?

AGE PARTY GENDER MEDIA MARKET
Total 18 - 39 40 - 49 50 - 59 60 - 69 70+ GOP DEM Indep. Other Male Female GSP CAE CHS F/MB CLT AUG SAV
Finances Vs 2 Years Ago
Better 30% 36% 21% 27% 28% 34% 48% 6% 25% 14% 41% 18% 28% 33% 23% 24% 35% 37% 48%
Worse 41% 38% 47% 51% 41% 35% 16% 72% 49% 43% 33% 50% 38% 41% 43% 46% 42% 47% 38%
Same 28% 26% 30% 22% 28% 30% 35% 19% 26% 43% 25% 31% 32% 24% 34% 26% 19% 16% 14%
Unsure/Refused 1% 0% 2% 0% 3% 1% 1% 2% 0% 0% 2% 1% 1% 1% 0% 4% 4% 0% 0%
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The Importance of Health Care in Voting Decisions

B One of the Most Important Issues B Very Important M Somewhat Important ™ Not that Important B Unsure/Refused

How important is the issue of health care costs and access when deciding your vote for
important elections for Governor, State House, or State Senate?

AGE PARTY GENDER MEDIA MARKET
Total 18 - 39 40 - 49 50 - 59 60 - 69 70+ GOP DEM Indep. Other Male Female GSP CAE CHS F/MB CLT AUG SAV
Healthcare Voting Importance
Most 21% 23% 15% 23% 26% 19% 7% 44% 22% 29% 16% 27% 16% 24% 26% 19% 31% 16% 29%
Very 42% 26% 42% 42% 44% 45% 35% 50% 41% 43% 36% 47% 51% 36% 34% 44% 38% 47% 19%
Somewhat 23% 26% 34% 21% 18% 21% 33% 4% 26% 29% 27% 18% 21% 28% 23% 22% 19% 11% 29%
Not 12% 21% 9% 12% 13% 11% 23% 1% 7% 0% 19% 5% 12% 12% 14% 7% 4% 26% 19%
Unsure/Refused 2% 5% 0% 3% 0% 4% 2% 1% 3% 0% 3% 2% 1% 0% 3% 7% 8% 0% 5%

Balancing Government Spending and Health Care Access

Which comes closer to your view, even if neither is perfect?
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It is more important to reduce

: " It is more important to protect access to
government spending, even if it means

health care and keep coverage stable.

less healthcare coverage or going without
healthcare coverage

27% 64%
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Concerns About Rising Out — of — Pocket Costs

M Very Concerned M Somewhat Concerned ® Not too Concerned ¥ Not at All Concerned ® Unsure/Refused

How concerned are you the new federal law will increase out-of-pocket health
care costs for you or your family?

AGE PARTY GENDER MEDIA MARKET
Total 18 - 39 40 - 49 50 - 59 60 - 69 70+ GOP DEM Indep. Other Male Female GSP CAE CHS F/IMB CLT AUG SAV
Concern OBBB Will Increase Costs
Very 43% 33% 45% 46% 48% 39% 18% 82% 41% 43% 30% 55% 37% 44% 47% 46% 58% 47% 29%
Somewhat 22% 23% 21% 24% 19% 25% 27% 12% 22% 57% 23% 22% 27% 21% 21% 24% 12% 16% 19%
Not Too 19% 26% 21% 15% 17% 21% 31% 2% 21% 0% 27% 12% 20% 19% 21% 19% 15% 11% 24%
Not At All 14% 18% 9% 12% 16% 14% 23% 3% 12% 0% 19% 9% 13% 15% 9% 11% 12% 26% 29%
Unsure/Refused 2% 0% 4% 3% 1% 1% 1% 1% 3% 0% 2% 2% 3% 1% 1% 0% 4% 0% 0%
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Concerns About Loss of Health Insurance Coverage

M Very Concerned M Ssomewhat Concerned ® Not too Concerned ¥ Not at All Concerned ® Unsure/Refused

How concerned are you the new federal law will result in
fewer people having health insurance coverage?

AGE PARTY GENDER MEDIA MARKET
Total 18 - 39 40 - 49 50 - 59 60 - 69 70+ GOP DEM Indep. Other Male Female GSP CAE CHS F/IMB CLT AUG SAV
Concern OBBB Will Reduce Coverage
Very 48% 41% 51% 53% 48% 46% 16% 92% 52% 71% 33% 62% 42% 47% 61% 44% 62% 42% 38%
Somewhat 17% 18% 13% 19% 14% 19% 26% 5% 16% 14% 19% 16% 23% 12% 13% 22% 8% 11% 19%
Not Too 16% 15% 23% 9% 19% 15% 24% 1% 18% 0% 23% 9% 15% 19% 16% 15% 8% 21% 19%
Not At All 17% 23% 13% 18% 20% 13% 30% 1% 12% 14% 24% 10% 19% 19% 7% 15% 19% 26% 19%
Unsure/Refused 2% 3% 0% 1% 0% 6% 3% 1% 2% 0% 3% 2% 1% 3% 3% 4% 4% 0% 5%
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Potential Impact on Local Hospitals and Care Access

M Very Concerned M Somewhat Concerned ® Not too Concerned ¥ Not at All Concerned ® Unsure/Refused

How concerned are you that cuts to federal health care funding could cause
local hospitals in your community to end services or close?

AGE PARTY GENDER MEDIA MARKET
Total 18 - 39 40 - 49 50 - 59 60 - 69 70+ GOP DEM Indep. Other Male Female GSP CAE CHS F/IMB CLT AUG SAV
Concern OBBB Will Harm Hospitals
Very 47% 38% 51% 46% 48% 47% 20% 85% 48% 71% 33% 60% 42% 49% 53% 52% 50% 42% 33%
Somewhat 17% 13% 11% 21% 15% 19% 23% 9% 16% 0% 16% 17% 16% 12% 19% 20% 15% 21% 19%
Not Too 16% 13% 15% 15% 14% 17% 23% 2% 17% 14% 21% 11% 23% 14% 13% 11% 4% 11% 14%
Not At All 19% 33% 21% 18% 23% 13% 32% 3% 16% 14% 29% 10% 15% 26% 13% 17% 31% 26% 33%
Unsure/Refused 2% 3% 2% 0% 1% 3% 2% 1% 2% 0% 2% 1% 4% 0% 3% 0% 0% 0% 0%
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Public Opinion on Medicaid Expansion

10% 13%

M Strongly Favor ® Somewhat Favor B Somewhat Oppose ¥ Strongly Oppose B Unsure/Refused

Currently in South Carolina, working age adults are only eligible for Medicaid if they are parents who earn less than
518,000 per year for a family of three. Would you favor or oppose expanding Medicaid coverage to working adults
earning under 522,000 per year as 40 other states have already done? The federal government pays 90% of the
cost of expanding Medicaid eligibility. This would cover about 250,000 additional South Carolinians.

AGE PARTY GENDER MEDIA MARKET
Total 18 - 39 40 - 49 50 - 59 60 - 69 70+ GOP DEM Indep. Other Male Female GSP CAE CHS F/MB CLT AUG SAV
Expanding Medicaid Coverage
Strongly Favor 43% 51% 53% 49% 44% 34% 19% 82% 48% 43% 36% 51% 39% 51% 50% 39% 38% 32% 48%
Somewhat Favor 22% 18% 17% 19% 24% 27% 29% 9% 22% 29% 24% 21% 22% 19% 19% 28% 23% 26% 29%
Somewhat Oppose 10% 3% 13% 14% 7% 11% 17% 1% 9% 14% 13% 8% 13% 8% 11% 13% 4% 5% 5%
Strongly Oppose 13% 8% 9% 14% 17% 12% 21% 3% 12% 0% 16% 10% 18% 10% 9% 6% 12% 26% 14%
Unsure/Refused 11% 21% 8% 4% 8% 16% 14% 5% 9% 14% 12% 10% 8% 12% 11% 15% 23% 11% 5%
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Perceived Impact of Increased Health Care Costs

5% 14% 7%

B Much More Favorable B Somewhat More Favorable B No Difference B Somewhat Less Favorable ® Much Less favorable Unsure/Refused

Recent changes in federal law will increase out-of pocket costs, meaning families may pay more for
doctor visits, prescriptions, and care when they need it most. Does that make you More Favorable or
Less Favorable of the bill?

AGE PARTY GENDER MEDIA MARKET
Total 18 - 39 40 - 49 50 - 59 60 - 69 70+ GOP DEM Indep. Other Male Female GSP CAE CHS F/IMB CLT AUG SAV
Law Changes Increase Out Of Pocket Costs

Much More 5% 5% 2% 5% 4% 6% 10% 1% 3% 0% 6% 4% 8% 1% 4% 2% 4% 11% 5%

Somewhat More 14% 13% 2% 13% 16% 20% 22% 3% 16% 0% 19% 10% 13% 18% 9% 19% 19% 11% 19%

No Difference 7% 8% 4% 10% 6% 7% 11% 1% 4% 14% 7% 7% 7% 9% 1% 6% 8% 5% 19%

Somewhat Less 23% 23% 34% 27% 21% 18% 30% 12% 22% 29% 25% 21% 26% 24% 21% 24% 8% 26% 14%

Much Less 42% 46% 53% 41% 43% 37% 15% 83% 44% 57% 34% 50% 37% 38% 59% 41% 54% 37% 29%

Unsure/Refused 9% 5% 6% 4% 10% 12% 12% 0% 11% 0% 11% 7% 9% 9% 6% 9% 8% 11% 14%
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Perceived Impact of Shifting Costs to Families

4% 12% 6%

B Much More Favorable B Somewhat More Favorable B No Difference B Somewhat Less Favorable ® Much Less favorable Unsure/Refused

Recent changes in federal law will shift more health care costs onto working families,
making it harder to afford coverage and care.
Does that make you More Favorable or Less Favorable of the bill?

AGE PARTY GENDER MEDIA MARKET
Total 18 - 39 40 - 49 50 - 59 60 - 69 70+ GOP DEM Indep. Other Male Female GSP CAE CHS F/IMB CLT AUG SAV
Law Changes Shift Costs To Families

Much More 4% 5% 2% 4% 6% 4% 10% 0% 2% 0% 6% 3% 4% 3% 4% 2% 8% 11% 10%

Somewhat More 12% 8% 8% 13% 13% 13% 15% 3% 16% 0% 16% 7% 11% 15% 7% 9% 15% 16% 14%

No Difference 6% 8% 8% 8% 6% 4% 11% 0% 4% 14% 8% 4% 6% 8% 1% 7% 4% 5% 19%

Somewhat Less 23% 36% 26% 21% 19% 24% 30% 7% 26% 29% 27% 20% 26% 27% 23% 20% 12% 21% 19%

Much Less 45% 44% 51% 50% 45% 40% 17% 88% 46% 57% 34% 55% 41% 41% 57% 44% 58% 37% 29%

Unsure/Refused 10% 0% 6% 5% 11% 15% 17% 2% 7% 0% 10% 10% 11% 6% 7% 17% 4% 11% 10%
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Perceived Impact of Increased Uninsured Rates

7% 11% 6%

B Much More Favorable B Somewhat More Favorable B No Difference B Somewhat Less Favorable ® Much Less favorable Unsure/Refused

Independent analyses suggest recent changes in federal law will result in fewer people having health
insurance, increasing the number of uninsured Americans.
Does that make you More Favorable or Less Favorable of the bill?

AGE PARTY GENDER MEDIA MARKET
Total 18 - 39 40 - 49 50 - 59 60 - 69 70+ GOP DEM Indep. Other Male Female GSP CAE CHS F/IMB CLT AUG SAV
Law Changes Increase Uninsured

Much More 7% 10% 4% 3% 9% 8% 14% 2% 3% 0% 10% 4% 7% 5% 7% 2% 4% 16% 19%

Somewhat More 11% 5% 4% 12% 15% 12% 15% 1% 16% 0% 14% 8% 10% 10% 9% 13% 8% 21% 14%

No Difference 6% 3% 8% 8% 7% 5% 11% 0% 3% 14% 7% 5% 7% 8% 3% 4% 8% 5% 10%

Somewhat Less 22% 26% 28% 24% 11% 24% 29% 8% 25% 14% 25% 18% 23% 21% 26% 28% 15% 0% 14%

Much Less 43% 46% 49% 47% 48% 34% 15% 87% 43% 71% 32% 54% 39% 44% 49% 41% 58% 53% 29%

Unsure/Refused 11% 10% 8% 6% 9% 16% 16% 2% 11% 0% 13% 10% 13% 13% 7% 13% 8% 5% 14%
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Perceived Impact on Hospitals and Rural Access

6% 11% 6%

B Much More Favorable B Somewhat More Favorable B No Difference B Ssomewhat Less Favorable ® Much Less favorable Unsure/Refused
Hospitals warn that funding changes in the recent changes in federal law will strain local hospitals and

reduce access to care, especially in rural communities.
Does that make you More Favorable or Less Favorable of the bill?

AGE PARTY GENDER MEDIA MARKET
Total 18 - 39 40 - 49 50 - 59 60 - 69 70+ GOP DEM Indep. Other Male Female GSP CAE CHS F/IMB CLT AUG SAV
Law Changes Strain Local Hospitals

Much More 6% 10% 6% 8% 7% 4% 12% 1% 3% 0% 8% 4% 7% 6% 4% 4% 4% 5% 19%

Somewhat More 11% 3% 6% 12% 11% 13% 17% 1% 12% 0% 13% 8% 10% 12% 10% 11% 8% 11% 14%

No Difference 6% 10% 8% 10% 7% 2% 10% 0% 7% 14% 9% 4% 7% 9% 3% 6% 8% 11% 5%

Somewhat Less 22% 28% 19% 18% 19% 25% 29% 10% 22% 14% 24% 19% 24% 13% 29% 26% 8% 26% 19%

Much Less 45% 44% 55% 49% 47% 39% 17% 87% 47% 71% 35% 55% 40% 50% 50% 41% 69% 42% 29%

Unsure/Refused 10% 5% 8% 4% 8% 16% 15% 1% 9% 0% 12% 8% 13% 10% 4% 13% 4% 5% 14%
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Which category best describes your age? Do you consider yourself to be a What is your race or ethnic heritage?
1=18to 39 9.70 Republican, Democrat or Independent? 1=Caucasian/White 71.12
2=40to 49  13.18 1=Republican 41.79 2=Black/African American  21.88
3=50to 59 19.40 2=Democrat 24.38 3=Hispanic 1.50
4=60 to 69 23.88 3=Independent 28.86 4=Asian 0.56
5=70 or Older 33.33 4=Something Else 1.74 5=0ther/Mixed 2.68
6=Refused 0.50 5=Unsure/Refused  3.23 6=Unsure/Refused 2.26
100.00 100.00 100.00
Gender
1=Male 49.75
2=Female 50.25
100.00

Demographic Data
for Polling
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Methodology

» Starboard Communications conducted a statewide survey of 600 registered voters in South Carolina. Field
dates were April 16-26, 2026.

* Respondents were randomly selected from voter lists and were contacted by telephone using a combination
of valid landline and cell phone listings.

* Each respondent was registered to vote in South Carolina and part of a representative sample based on
current voter registration statistics for race, age, gender and geography. In addition, care was taken to
representatively survey voters based on income, education, and political persuasion.

* The margin of error for a survey of this type is +4.2% in 19 out of 20 cases.
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