
Closing the gap would broaden access to
Medicaid. 215,000 working South Carolinians
would immediately have access to affordable
healthcare. SC could close the gap today and
immediately bolster the state’s economy. 

Unlike 40 other states, Medicaid
coverage in SC for adults is not
available to most working people.
Medicaid is mainly limited to
parents with incomes less than
$17,856 (3 person family) or
pregnant and post-partum
women.

SC has one of the highest rates of
uninsured adults in the country and the
problem is getting worse.

There is something that
South Carolina can do today:
Close the Coverage Gap
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OUR MONEY, OUR HEALTH. SC Federal tax dollars are leaving SC and going to the 40
other states that are covering their low-income working adults. SC stands to lose $10
billion more to those 40 states over the next decade if we don’t close the gap today.

The federal investment in South Carolina healthcare generates 
growth, jobs and new tax revenue

2/3 in healthcare; 
1/3 in other sectors

8,315 New Jobs $33 Million
in new tax revenue

$1.13 Billion
in economic gain

Thousands of working-age adults
have no healthcare options in SC.

Subsidies that allowed over
600k+ people in SC to
purchase insurance on the
market exchange were
allowed to expire in 2026.
Already 159,000 South
Carolinians have lost
marketplace coverage;
170,000 more are at risk.

70% of small employers in SC
don't offer health insurance 
Low-Wage, No Options: Nearly
2/3 of workers with the lowest
wage nationally are not eligible
for their employers’ insurance. 

The market exchange is no
longer an option for many.

Employer insurance is not
an option for many low

income workers.

Supports Working South
Carolinians. National data on
Medicaid shows that over 90% of
enrollees work, are in school or
would be exempt. Work
requirements are mandated by
federal law.  

Low Cost/High Reward. The
federal government would
cover 90% of the cost ($1.06
billion investment in SC); the
state pays $118 million to cover
215,000 working adults.

Benefits > Costs. The experience
of other states shows the tax
revenue from economic growth
and savings in state healthcare
programs largely offsets the
state's cost. 
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What Closing the Gap Has Done for Other States.

12%
decrease in

mortality by year
four for those 

ages 55-64

18%
increase in
access to

diabetes care

31%
more hypertension

controlling
prescriptions

written

20%
decrease in 

maternal mortality
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Closing the gap is a proven problem solver. Hundreds of published
research studies have proven that ensuring coverage and access to
healthcare for working age adults save lives and improves health.
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South Carolina has a major
healthcare problem. 

Infant and maternal mortality

Percent of population 19-64 uninsured 

Breast cancer deaths
Premature deaths from treatable or
preventable causes

SC is in the bottom quarter nationally when it comes to:

Percent of population with debt in collections 

Closing the gap doesn’t just protect South Carolinians; it insures
the stability of SC's hospitals, especially in rural areas.

Because SC's hospitals care for so many uninsured, the government allows SC to pay a higher rate
for current Medicaid enrollees. However, recent federal legislation will reduce that payment and
cause a financial crisis for hospitals. It is estimated that the Hospital Association will lose $258
million every year for hospitals. 
Employers and everyone else in the state pays the price of failure to insure a large portion of our
population – SC has the third highest hospital rates charged to private employers in the country.
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Building our Health, Building Our Economy. Visit coversc.org to learn more
and find out how you can join the Cover SC coalition of over 125+ organizations
and hundreds of individual members in the fight for healthcare in SC.
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